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utopia but also because it corrupts the democratic consciousness of the masses. Masses that believe in this Utopia will never attain liberty; such masses are not worthy of liberty; such masses fully dieserve to be made the laughing slock of the Purishkeviches.
The utopia of the Narodiniksi and Trudoviks is the daydreaming of the petty proprietor, who stands midway between the capitalist amd the wage workeir, lajbout abolishing wage slavery without a classi struggle. When the question of economic emancipation will be as proximate, as immediate, as urgent for Russia as the question of political emancipation is today, the utopia of the Narodniksi will prove no less harmful than the utopia of the liberals.
But Russia isi today still in the period of her bourgeois and not her proletarian transformation; it is not the question of the economic emancipation of the proletariat that has become supremely mature, but the question of po'litical emancipation, i.e., (at bottom) the question of complete bourgeois liberty.
And in the latter question the utopia of the Narodniks plays a peculiar historical role. This- utopia, which is such wittti regard to the economic consequence that ought ('and would) follow upon a new'division of the land, is a concomitant and symptom of the great, mass democratic upsurge of the peasiant masses, i.e., the masses that constitute the majority of the population in bourgeois-feu-dlal, contemporary Russia. (In a purely bourgeois Russia, asi in purely bourgeois Europe, Hie peasantry will not form the majority of the population.)
The Utopia of the liberals corrupts the democratic consciousness of the masses. The utopia of the Narodniks, while corrupting their socialist consciousness, is ai concomitant, a symptom, and to a certain extent even an expression of their democratic upsurge.
The dialectics of history is such that the Narodniksi aind the Trudoviks propolse and advocate as an anticapitalist remedy a thoroughgoing capitalist measure of maximum con-